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;    UNITED  STATES  DEPARTIffii^T?  OF  AGRICULTURE 
^        PRODUCTION  AI®  IvIARIffiTING  ADMINISTRATION  In  cooperation  vri.th  the 

INFOm-IATION  BRANCH  Federal -State  Market  Nev/s  Service 

^    3  0  Van  Ness  Avenue 

San  Francisco  2,  California 

T.mT'S  NEV7S  IN  THE  I/IARKETS? 

(USDA  Pood  Bulletin  for  the  Treek  ended  June  Z,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Ijlay  29-.>«'Youngberries  and  boysenberries  are  still  in  top  spot 

as  Good  Buys  in  fruit,  while  stravfberries  have  edged  doiTnv/ard  into  the  Fair  Buy 

class,  along  vrlth  cherries,  cantaloups,  apricots,  peaches  and  vrntennelons^ 

The  first  Apex  plums  of  the  season  have  arrived  in  the  market. 

The  week's  Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  include  artichokes,  asparagus, 

cabbage,  ne\7-crop  potatoes,  soft  squash,  and  tomatoes. 

In  the  Good  Buy  class  are  carrots,  caulif lovrer,  corn,  cucumbers,  eggplant, 

lettuce,  peas,  and  snap  beans  (Kentucky  L'onder  and  Blue  Lakes), 

Meat  — • 

In  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  meat  market  last  week,  demand  was  good  for 
spring  lamb,  but  \m.s  only  slow  to  fair  for  beef,  pork,  and  veal.    Mutton  and 
smoked  meats  iTere  in  very  little  demand.    In  the  beef  division,  quality  edged 
dovniY/ard  to  Commercial  and  Utility  grades,  7;hich  Trere  in  plentiful  supply  as  the 
result  of  an  influx  of  grassy  carcasses  from  near-by  points.    Prices  advanced 
on  some  beef  cuts,  including  a  $1.00  per  hundredweight  gain  on  Gooq  hindquarters, 
a  §3.00  advance  on  forequarters,  and  a  $2.00  per  hundredvreight  price  rise  on 
briskets.    In  contrast,  prices  dropped  on  most  fresh  pork  cuts  —  $2.00  per 
hundredv/eight  on  loins,  butt  s ,  and  spare  ribs.    Fresh  hams  went  up  $1.00  per 
hundredweight,  while  smoked  hams  gained  §2.00,     Smoked  picnics  advanced  §1.00  to 
$2.00  per  hundredvroight.    All  other  classes  held  unchanged  in  price. 


MORE 


Butter  — ' 

Although  demand  has  been  only  fair  for  butter  in  the  wholesale  market,  prices 
have  held  practically  unchanged  from  a  week  ago.    Supplies  are  fully  ample, 
especially  on  top  grades.    Grades  AdAA(lst  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailors  at 
64«l/2  to  67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints,  vjhile  Grade  3(2nd 
Quality)  is  dovm  l/2-cent  at  a  quotation  of  63-1/2  to  64-cents  per  pound  in 
cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints. 

Eggs 

TTith  the  seasonal  peak  in  California  egg  production  reached,  receipts  are 
on  the  dovmgrade.    Large  Grade  "AA"  eggs  have  been  in  best  demand  and  have 
advanced  1-cent  per  dozen.    As  a  result,  prices  have  been  lov;ered  on  medium  and 
small  sizes  to  stimulate  demand.    Grade  "A"  Large  eggs  are  unchanged  in  price  from 
a  week  ago  at  a  quotation  to  retailers  of  42  to  43  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons. 
Grade  "A"  Mediums  are  qvioted  1-cont  lower  to  retailors  at  3  7  to  39  cents  per 
dozen  in  cartons,  v;hile  Grade  "A"  Smalls  are  quoted  2  cents  lower  at  29  to  31 
cents. 

Poultry  — 

T-'ith  offerings  of  young  chickens  nore  than  ample  for  the  fairly  active 
demand  for  dressed  poultry,  prices  have  dropped  1-cont  per  pound  on  broilers,  and 
2  cents  per  pound  on  all  v/oights  of  fryers  and  roasters.    All  other  classes  are 
unchanged  in  price  from  a  week  ago, 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTI^IENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTION  AND  mRKETING  ADL'UNISTRATION      In  cooperation  with  the 
INFORmTION  BRANCH  Federal-State  Market  NevTS  Service 

3  0  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco  2,  California 

^  VJHAT'S  NEF^S  IN  THE  LIARICETS? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  June  9,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  June  6  —  Best  Buys  in  fruit  are  Youngberries  and 
Boysenberries,  v\/hile  cherries,  apricots ,  peaches,  cantaloups  and  watermelons 
are  rated  as  Good  Buys,    Valencia  oranges  are  in  the  Fair  Buy  class. 

The  first  apples  of  the  season.  White  Astrachans  from  Tulare  county,  and 
figs  from  Tulare  county  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  market. 

Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  include  asparagus,  snap  beans,  cabbage, 
caulif lov:er,  cucujnbers  and  new  potatoes.  Rated  as  Good  Buys  are  celery,  corn 
and  lettuce,  and  the  Fair  Buy  class  includes  peas  and  tomatoes. 

Meat  — - 

The  demand  was  slow  to  fair  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  meat  market  last 
week.    The  seasonal  change  in  beef  quality  was  noted,  with  Commercial  steer,  and 
Utility  and  Commercial  grassy  cow  carcasses  appearing.    Prices  on  all  grades  of 
fresh  steer  beef  carcasses  were  unchanged  from  the  previous  week,  but  there  was 
a  $1  per  hundredweight  drop  in  all  grades  of  cow  carcasses.    Good  beef  loins  and 
briskets  were  up  $2  per  hundredweight,  and  short  plates  up  $1,    Fresh  veal,  calf, 
lamb  and  mutton,  and  cured  pork  prices  mqvq  all  unchanged  from  the  previous  week. 
Fresh  pork  1  o ins  were  $2  lovrer  per  hundredv/eight,  but  other  fresh  pork  cuts  were 
unchanged  in  price. 

Butter  — 

The  seasonal  increase  in  western  butter  production  continued  —  up  18 

percent  over  a  year  ago  for  the  week  ended  June  1,    The  wholesale  market  was 

mostly  unchanged  with  Grades  A  &  AA  (1st  Quality)  selling  to  retailers  at  64-i- 

to  67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4«»»lb,  prints.    However,  Grade  B  (2nd 

Quality)  butter  was  dovm  l/2  to  1-cent  per  pound  from  the  previous  -vveek  and  sold 

to  retailers  at  62-|-  to  63-J-  cents  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints, 
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Ep;gs  — 

Warner  weather  reduced  supplies  of  Large  Grade  AA  eggs^  but  jobbing  prices 
on  all  grades  were  mostly  unchanged  from  the  previous  week.    Grade  A  Large  eggs 
were  quoted  to  retailers  at  42  to  43 -cents  per  dozen  in  cartons.  Grade  A  Mediums 
at  3  7  to  39-cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  and  Grade  A  Smalls  at  29  to  31-cents. 
Ho7/ever,  egg  production  continues  well  over  last  year,  and  wholesale  prices  had 
declined  slightly  on  Mediums  and  Smalls, 

Poultry  — 

Supplies  of  young  chickens  continued  heavy  in  the  dressed  poultry  market. 
Fryers  have  dropped  3  to  4-cents  per  pound  in  the  past  week,  and  broilers  v/er© 
down  1-oent,    Hens  and  other  classes  of  dressed  poultry  were  unchanged  in  price 
from  a  week  ago, 
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.    Ui\[ITSD  STATES  DSPARTJ/EHT  OF  AGEICULTlfEE 

FRODuCTIOlJ  AKD  mPJ{ETING  /iDLill'IISTRATIOlJ  In  cooperation  with  the 

INFORIvl/lTIOH  BRANCH  Federal-State  Market  ITeT/s  Service 

30  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco  2,  California 

ijk^.t»s  wt^  ih  thu  ii'iricets? 

(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  June  16,  1950) 
SAN  FRilllCISCOj  June  13  —  Youngberries,  boysenberr ies,  and  loganberries  are 
the  Best  Buys  in  fruit.    Rated  as  Good  Buys  are  cjierries,  apricots,  peaches , 
c^ntalou^,  and  watermelons.    In  the  Fair  Buy  class  are  Valencia  oranges,  figs, 
and  nectarines. 

From  the  vegetable  bin  tho  Best  Buys  are  art i chokers ,  cucumbers,  lettuce, 
£eas_,  and  new  pot_atqes_.    Classed  as  Good  Buys  are  snap  beans,  cabbage,  carrots, 
celery,  and  corn,  while  summer  and  Italian  squash,  and  sweet  potatoes  are  rated 
as  Fair  Buys, 

Meat  — 

F^resh  steer  beef  ceroanses  wore  generally  %\  to  $2  per  hundredweight  higher 
in  the  San  Francisco  v^holesale  market  last  vfeek,  despite  a  slow  to  fair  demand. 
Good  stoor  boef  carcasses  were  up  %\  on  the  lower  end  of  the  price  range. 
Commercial  T/as  up  ^|;1  to  02,  and  Utility  up  $1,    Steor  and  heifer  beef  cuts  Tjere 
uneven  in  price.    Hindquarters  sold  Ol  cheaper,  loins  vrere  dovm  o2,  and  ribs  down 
$4,    However,  chucks  sold  $1  higher,  i^ilc  briskets  were  up  §2  and  plates  ^1  on 
the  lovrer  end  of  the  price  range.    Fresh,  voal,  calf,  and  lajrib  and  mutton  carcasses, 
and  cured  £ork  cuts  were  all  unchanged  in  price  from  the  previous  week.    Fresh  porK. 
loins  wore  up  §2  per  hundrodii-'oight  on  the  lower  end  of  tho  price  range. 

Butter  — 

Top  grades  of  butter  continued  in  liberal  supply  during  tho  past  week,  but 
the  demand  T/as  limited,    Hovircvor,  prices  to  retailors  Y/ore  mostly  unchanged  from 
tho  previous  week  with  Grades  A  &  /uV  (1st  Quality)  quoted  at  64-|-  to  6  7  cents  per 
pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-pound  prints.    Grade  B  (2nd  Quality)  butter  sold  to 
retailors  l/2-cent  lovror  than  tho  previous  week  at  62  to  63  cents  per  pound  in 
ccyrtons  of  l/4-pound  prints. 
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Eggs  — 

Large  Grade  Ali  eggs  continued  in  short  supply,  and  advanced  in  price  during 
the  past  week  as  the  demand  for  them  continued  good,    Hov/ever,  supplies  of  Grade 
A  Large,  Medium,  and  Small  eggs  were  ample  for  the  demand,  and  prices  to  retailers 
were  unchanged  from,  the  previous  week.    Grade  A  large  eggs  sold  to  retailers  at 
42  to  43  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  llediimis  at  3  7  to  39  cents,  and  Smalls  at  2  9 
to  31  cents. 

Poultry  — 

In  the  dressed  poultry  market  fryers,  roasters,  and  "broilers  dropped  sharply 
in  price  during  the  past  week  as  liberal  supplies  of  young  chickens  continued  to 
arrive  in  the  market.    Roasters  dropped  6  cents  per  pound  in  price,  fryers  vrore 
down  5  cents  per  pound  from  the  previous  week,  and  broilers  2  cents.  However, 
there  was  an  improved  dcmiind  for  Leghorn  hens,  and  dressed  prices  ?;ere  1  cent  per 
pound  higher, 

*  *  * 
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(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  vreek  ended  June  23,  1950) 


^iHAT»S  m:S  IN  TliE  LIARKETS? 


SAN  FRiVNCISCO,  June  20  Aprico_ts_  and  peaches  have  joined  ranks  mth 


youngberries,  boysenberries^  and  log^anberries  as  the  Best  Buys  in  fruit. 


Good  Buys  this  week  include  cherries,  cantaloups,  vjtiterinelons  and  figs. 


In  the  Fair  Buy  class  are  honeydew  melons  and  p_lums_. 

Other  miscellaneous  fruits  in  the  market  include  currants,  blueberries, 
gooseberries,  nectarines,  dexvberries,  casaba  melons,  Uilder  pears,  and  T/hite 
Astrachan  apples. 


Asp_aragus  is  a  Good  Eu^^,  along  mth  cucumbers,  dr\r  onions,  and  peas. 
Corn  and  s vre e tp o_t a t_o_e^ s  arc  Fair  Buys^ 
Meat  — 

Generally,  trading  was  fairly  good  in  the  San  Francisco  Y/holesale  m.eat  market 
last  -i^ek.     In  the  beef  division,  demand  was  moderately  good  for  Good  grade  beef, 
but  ms  slow  on  cow  beof  and  on  Gom::iercial  and  Utility  grades  of  steer  beef. 
However,  Comm.ercial  grade  steer  beef  advanced  551,00  per  hundredweight.  Light 
supplies  of  veal  and  calf_  remained  unchanged  in  price  under  a  fairly  active  demand, 
Sprinp;  _lamb  -vms  also  in  fairly  good  demand  at  unchanged  prices,  while  there  was 
little  demand  for  mutton,  items  vrcre  in  good  demand  —  especially  spareribs, 

Hoayy  loins  and  fresh  haans  gained  {p2o00  per  hundredweight,  while  smoked  hams 
advanced  $1,00,    Smoked  bacon  went  up  §1,00  to  §2,00  per  hundredweight,    Uith  lard 
in  slow  demand,  prices  dropped  50  cents  per  hundredweight. 


From  the  vegetable  bin  tho  Best  Buys  are  snap  besjos,  cabbage,  carrots,  celery 


from  Santa  Clara  county,  eg_g_plant,  lettuce,  and  soft  squash. 


MORE 
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Butter  — 

More  than  ample  supplies  of  buttgr^  are  unohanged  in  price  from  last  week, 
but  demand  continues  slow.    Grades  A&A.A(lst  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailers  at 
64-I/2  to  67  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/i-lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B(2nd  Quality) 
is  quoted  at  62  to  63  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb,  prints. 

Although  seasonal  eg£  production  continues  do^vnward,  there  are  ample  supplies 
in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market.    Prices  are  little  changed  from  a  week  ago, 
but  Grade  "A"  Large  eggs  have  gained  1-cent  to  a  quotation  to  retailers  of  43  to 
44  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons.    Grade  "A"  Mediums  are  unchanged  at  3  7  to  39  cents 
per  dozen  in  cartons,  as  are  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at  29  to  31  cents. 

Poultry  — 

Demand  has  continued  relatively  slow  in  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  dressed 
poultry/"  market.    Prices  have  dropped  some  more  on  young  chickens  as  the  result  of 
excess  offerings.    Dressed  broilers  are  selling  1-cent  per  pound  below  last  week, 
all  Tfoights  of  fryers  are  down  2  cents  per  pound,  and  roasters  are  2  to  3  cents 
per  pound  lower.    With  supplies  of  both  light  and  heavy  hens  barely  ample  for 
their  good  demand,  prices  have  advanced  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  on  dressed  heavy- 
Leghorn  hens.    All  other  classes  are  unchanged  in  price  from  a  week  ago, 

*  *  * 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTIvIENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING  ADMINISTRATION  In  tooperation  with  the 
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333  Fell  Street 
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*  f   ^  ^  WHAT'S  NEWS  IN  THE  ]y/[ARKETS  ? 
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^  (USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  June  30,  1950) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  June  27  This  week's  Best  Buys  in  fruit  include 

boysenberries,  loganberries,  youngberries,  apricots,  peaches  and  figs. 

In  the  Good  Buy  line-up  are  cantaloups,  watermelons,  nectarines, 
strawberries,  currants,  plums,  and  bananas. 

Among  this  week's  Fair  Buys  are  Valencia  oranges,  lemons,  and 
Persian  and  honeydew  melons. 

Best  Buys  from  the  vegetable  bin  this  week  include  snap  beans,  carrots, 
corn,  lettuce,  all  soft  squash,  and  red  onions. 

Cabbage  is  a  Good  Buy,  along  with  local  celery,  cucumbers,  eggplant, 
okra,  peas,  and  new-crop  Long  Vfhite  potatoes. 
Sweetpotatoes  are  a  Fair  Buy. 

Butter  — 

Although  western  butter  production  continues  to  decline,  it  is  still 
19  percent  aliove  a  year  ago.    Prices  have  held  unchanged  from  a  week  ago  in 
the  San  Francisco  wholesale  market,  where  demand  has  been  rather  slow. 
Grades  A&AA(lst  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailers  at  64~l/2  to  67  cents  per 
pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-^lb,  prints,  and  Grade  B(2nd  Quality)  remains  at  a 
quotation  to  retailers  of  62  to  63  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints. 


(MORE) 
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Eggs 

In  the  wholesale  egg  market  supplies  of  top  grades  hare  been  sancwhat 
short  because  of  the  seasonal  decline  in  production.    Prices  have  advanced  on 
large  and  medium  sizes,  with  Grade  "a"  Large  quoted  l-cent  higher  to  retailers 
at  44  to  45  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  and  Grade  "A"  Mediums  quoted  3  cents 
higher  than  last  week  at  a  quotation  of  40  to  42  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons* 
Grade  "A"  Snails  are  unchanged  at  a  quotation  of  28  to  31  cents  per  dozen 
in  cartons. 

Poultry  — 

In  the  wholesale  poultry  market,  demand  for  dressed  poultry  is  clearing 
the  ample  supplies  fairly  well.  Broilers  have  dropped  l-cent  per  pound  from 
a  week  a  go,  and  all  weights  of  Leghorn  hens  are  selling  1-oent  per  pound 
below  a  week  ago.     All  other  classes  remain  unchanged  in  price. 

Meat  — 

In  the  San  Francisco  ;vholesale  meat  market  last  week, supplies  of  most 
meats  were  moderate  and  fully  sufficient  for  demand,  which  remained  highly 
selective  at  prevailing  prices.     In  best  de'nand  "a^.s  Good  grade  beef  at 
unchanged  prices.    Although  prices  were  somewhat  irregular  on  Soramercial  and 
Utility  grades  of  beef,  demand  improved  fj>r  those  grades.    Veal  was  in  rather 
light  supply  but  equal  to  the  demand  for  low-Commercial  and  Utili-by  grades 
especially.    There  was  plenty  of  spring  lamb  available,  but  the  seasonal 
volume  of  Commercial  and  Utility  grades  was  in  little  demand,  so  that  prices 
dropped  ^1.00  to  $3.00  per  hundredweight  on  those  grades.     Both  fresh  and 
smoked  pork  products  moved  at  irregular  prices,  with  fresh  hams  and  picnics 
gaining  -fl.OO  to  ^2.00  per  hundredweight.     All  other  classes  held  unchanged 
in  price. 
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